
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY D/B/A ) 
AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER ) 

) 

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH 1 
COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE 1 
REGULATION 807 KAR 5006, ) 
SECTION 26(l)(a) ) 

) CASE NO. 98-591 

O R D E R  

Kentucky Power Company, d/b/a American Electric Power (“Kentucky Power”), is 

a Kentucky corporation engaged in the generation, transmission, and distribution of 

electricity to the public for compensation for lights, heat, power, and other uses and is a 

utility subject to Commission jurisdiction. KRS 278.01 0(3)(a). 

KRS 278.280(2) directs that the Commission prescribe rules and regulations for 

the performance of services by utilities. Pursuant to statutory directive, the Commission 

promulgated Administrative Regulation 807 KAR 5006, Section 26( l)(a), which requires 

that a utility shall notify the Commission by telephone or electronic mail within two (2) 

hours following the discovery of any utility-related accident requiring in-patient over 

night hospitalization of an employee. 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission a Utility Accident Report 

dated August 21, 1998, attached hereto, which alleges that: 

On July 8, 1998 at approximately 7:OO p.m., Kentucky Power employee, 

Albert J. Grillon, climbed Kentucky Power electric pole No. 272-858 near Walker Branch 

1. 

I Road in Perry County, Kentucky, to replace a lightning arrestor on a CSP transformer. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 



The pole gave way and severed at and below ground level as Grillon fell from the pole. 

The customer was a sole witness. 

I Investigation Report, finds sufficient evidence to believe that Kentucky Power has failed 

to comply with 807 KAR 5006, Section 26(l)(a). 

2. Kentucky Power was notified of the accident on the same evening at 7:05 

p.m. Later that night, Grillon again was evacuated by air from the local hospital in 

Perry County to St. Joseph’s Hospital, Lexington, Kentucky, where he was hospitalized 

over night. 

3. Kentucky Power began its official investigation of the accident at 7:OO a.m. 

the next day, July 9,1998. The Commission was notified of the accident on July 9, 1998 

at 8:22 a.m. and the Commission received a written accident report from Kentucky 

Power on July 13, 1998. 

The Commission, based upon the facts contained in the Utility Accident 

~ 

of this Order a written response to the allegations contained in the Utility Accident 

Investigation Report. 
I 

I 
2. Kentucky Power shall appear on the 12th day of January, 1999 at 1O:OO 

a.m., Eastern Standard Time, in Hearing Room 1 of the Commission’s offices at 730 

Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky for the purposes of presenting evidence regarding 

the alleged violation of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section 26(l)(a), and of 

showing cause, if any, why it should not be subject to the penalties prescribed in KRS 

278.990(1) for the alleged violation. 

I 

The Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that: 

1. Kentucky Power shall submit to the Commission within 20 days of the date 

-2- 



3. The Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 21, 1998 is hereby 

made a part of the record herein. 

4. Any request for an informal conference with Commission Staff to consider 

any matter which would expedite the handling or disposition of this proceeding shall be 

filed with the Commission no later than 20 days from the date of this Order. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 20th  day of November, 1998. 

PUBLIC SERVl C E COMMISSION 

C hairma# 

I 

ATEST:, F 

(--&7J-C!i* 
Ex utive Di ector 



APPENDIX 

AN APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION IN CASE NO. 98-591 DATED NOVEMBER 20, 1998 



August 21,1998 

Albert J. Grillon Fatal: 

-~ 

Utility: 

No Age: 45 I 

- 

Reported By: 

Name 

- 

Dates & Times 

Accident 
Occurred: 

Utility 
Notified: 

PSC Notified: 

Investigated: 

Written 
ReDort Rcvd: 

AddresdEmployment 

Location of 
Accident: 

Name 
Mike Lasslo 
George Tackett 
John Land, on site Investigator 

Description of 
Accident: 

Address/Employment 
American Electric Power employee 
American Electric Power employee 
PSC Engineering Staff 

Victims: 

Name: 

Addr./Empl.: 

Injuries: 
~~ ~ 

Witnesses: 

Sources of 
Information: 

Probable Violations: 

UTILITY ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATION REPORT 

_ _  ~ 

American Electric Power - Hazard 

Joe Pemberton 

07/08/98 - 7:OO p.m. 

07/08/98 - 7:05 p.m. I 
07/09/98 - 8:22 a.m. 

07/13/98 

07/13/98 

Raymond Banks I Walker Branch Road, Consumer I 

Accident Investigation Report 
American Electric Power - Hazard Division 
Mr. Albert J. Grillon 
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. 

Applicable NESC 
Edition' 

1990 

August 21,1998 

Constr. 
Volt. Date 

Line Clearances At 
Point of Accident: 

Date of 
Measurement: 

Approximate Temp.: 

Measurements Made 
By: 

Investigated By: 

Signed: ( 

Minimum 
Allowed by 

Measured 

N/A 

/A 

NIA 

N/A 

W. Land 
I 

Attachments A. American Electric Power's Accident Report 
B. Photographs of Accident Site 

Current edition adopted by the Commission. If clearances are not in compliance with the current edition, then the edition in effect 
when the facilities were last constructed or modified would apply. 

I 

Accident Investigation Report 
American Electric Power - Hazard Division 
Mr. Albert 1. Grillon 
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Attachment A 
American Electric Power's Accident Report 

Accident Investigation Report 
American Electric Power - Hazard Division 
MI. Albert J. Grillon 



. 

Data. Augur 21,1S98 

Subject 

From: 

To: John LandKentucky PSC 

PSC Notification of Albert Orillon Accident of July 8,1998 

Michael G. Lasslo/AEP/Hazard Service Center 

Albert's accident occurred at approxhately 7:OOPM on the evening of July 8,1998. He 
was tramported to the AMI Medical Center by ambulance for emergency care and 
evaluauon. By 12 Midnight of that s m c  C Y C ~  thc ARH staff dctcrmincd that Albert 
should be evacuated to St. Joseph Hospital in Lexingtoa Ky. for M w  care and evdua- 
tion of his injuries. His immediate supervisor, George Tackett, accompanied Albert and 
his immerliarr! family t.o 1 .exingtnn. 

Our ullk<d hvcslig&on uf drc accident did uot start d 7;OOAM thc morning of July 
9,1998. At that time George was contacted for an update of Albert's condition and he 
reported that Albert had ken kept overnight and that Albert would require additional 
medical ixeatment for his injuries including siirgery. 

AI that rime, it was determined dwr t!e *accident met the r r p u r k  ryuircrucnts d Clie 

Kenrucky PSC. The PSC ww notified at 8:22AM on the same morning ofJuly 3,1998. 

If you have any qcesticns or need mare inf'ornatio~; regardiq thk matter, please contact 
me at 606-436- 1340. 

Michael G. Lasslo 
Customer Service Superintendent 
Hazard Service Center 



American Electrlc Power 
1400 hsr Man Strea 
rlarard. KY 4liOl 

Martha M. Morton, Manager, 
Electric Branch 
Public Service Commission 
P. 0. Box 615 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602 

July 13, 1998 

Dear Ms. Morton: 

Attached is a copy of the Accident Investigation Report for the 
accident which occurred on July 8, 1998 involving our employee, 
Albert J. Grillon. 

This report was prepared and signed by our local Accident 
Investigating Committee; and the original is now in the office of 
our Region Manager, Dave Lang, awaiting his signature. 

Sincerely, 

/John R. Fliehman 
Reliability Superintendent 

JRF:cr 

Attachment 
, 
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AM'RfCA N 
ELECTRIC 
POWER 

Exhibit E 

' ACCIDENT INVESnGATlON REPORT 
PART I 

sex S.S.f: 1 4 3 - 4 8 - 6 5 8 1  Name A l b e r t  J .  Grillan Age 4 5  

. . *.- .. - '  . . _ - -  . W a l k e r s  Branch  Road. .  . . . . . . .  .-_.__.__. ........ ....... :-. ..... ....._ . --..-. . . . . . . . .  
. . . .  . . . . . . . .  - . . . .  - ................. _._. . . . . . . . .  . .  

_ .  . . . . . . . . . .  

. , - . -  . . . . . . .  - . . I  

- m o f s u p e - ~ ~ e a f w o &  A l b e r t  G r i l l o n , -  .Line. M e c h w r !  . .  II p,  I1 ,Name a d  Ctassmca 

( E m p l o y e e  w o r k i n g  a ' l o n e )  . . . .  . . . . . .  

. .  . .  
_ ,  . . . . . . . .  Job Briefing Conducted By: .. . . - - P m b r a l a r g e o f W o r k  . *  

. . . .  - . . . . . .  -- . * x  self-Brief%lg - -  - . - . . .  . .  

- 1 -  
I 



. .  
. -  

.. 

.. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACClOENT 
(If Insuffttnt S p a a  - Conhue on Ute back oran extra sheet) (If Applicabk. nac ske 

.... 
Oate 7-8-98 Time 7:OO P . M .  UniVOepattment Energy De 1 ive rv  

Classification of Injured L i n e M e c h a n i c 11 A 11 Period of Disability 6 m o  s . to 1 y 
.. 

~ ~ ~ - ~ t i o ~ o f & & j e n t  Line Mechanic ' 'A1'  was t h e  D rocess of re-n . lightninq arrestor o n  a CSP transformpt t m  C ause-t= 

sounded t h e - 4 0 '  class 6 pole with a n n i r  nf  P liers. Hefollnd t h a t  i t  

to -h b f t D V  
climbina the p o b -  it started r f i ~ r -  = w = y  with h i m -  - - -  
began t o  descend the ~ ~ l e  and m a r ? ~  u t  t h y ~ ~  s t e n s  dawn t h D  F n l D  
when one of his saffs became lodoen i n  t h e  p o l e -  T n  t h e  p L o C c ? S S  o f  

dislodqina the Qnff .  h P  f e l l  off the ? n l D :  aPRrny'mate'Y 2 o  f p e t -  a G  
pole fell to the qround. He l a w  a t  t h ~  b a s e  R f  t h e  r a t t M  F n l P -  

(Sketch Attached) 

phase line t o  triD out. Before twin? + h i  D o l e -  Tnine M D r h a n  < p II A II 

1 . ;  n~ M-i n II A I1 

- . -. - .  
. .  NOTE: Committee w a s  u n a h l ~  to interv-nd P m p u r m a + i n n  .. 

above received from Georae T u e t +  Team'Leader, M i - 1  G .  T . a s = l n .  

ent. S h O  w p ~ e  a t  t h ~  Scene of t h e  a r r - r i o n t  Customer Service S u n e r i n t e n d  
and talked to the Ln jfi-red emulovee. .- 

-~ 

.. 
.. . . . .  - : - -  . . . . . .  .- . ... .-._. .... -.. .._-.-...-. . - -  . - _. -- . . .  . . . . .  

.. 
No Ye )oes the Investigating Committee feel it has a dear picture of just what caused the accident? . -  - X 

I ,  

-.. .. 
.. 

)&eE>cpm The experienced Line Mechaolc * I1 A I1 of eiuht vears m a d e  7 

judgment call after sou'ndinq the bale- He d e t e r m e d  t h e  n n l ~  t n  be 

inspection of the pole, such u s i n g  a s r ? - ~ w a t i - r a ~  a n a  h w ~ y :  h a  

may have still determined that the   ole was not knowin? + h a +  Ch- 

pole had rotted off below ar-8 I D V D ~ .  

a more thorouah safe t o  climb. Even thouqh h e  c o u l ' d  h a v -  ? ~ y f n y m e A  .. 

.. 
.. 

.- - 2 -  .. .. .. .. L 

. . . . . .  



I 
... . .  

Part 111 

.What adon is recommended to prevent recurrence of this ahdent? Perform more thorouah checks of 
.poles a t  groundline, includinq diqqina around pole t o  check iust below 
groundline with hammer and s c r e w d t i - r n r  Have a r e f r e - h p T  p n i y y = p  i n  

Safety Meetinqs on procedures nf testins poles h c f n r o  climbina. Refer 
to Reference Material, Power Pro n - 1 4 6 .  

We can also refer to'Safe+y 
doubt, a person may want t o  r n n - i d p r  + y ' a g  o f f  + h e  D ole. or del-a t h e  

climb until further help n r r i i u c "  

NOTE: -This particular p p l e  w a e  installed i n  1 Q . d R .  

Service commission tea&rns a v -  

Manual S e c t i n n  6 nr , "When there is an v 

'Phr. K e n t * r r k T v  D1.- 
a . .  

The last visible inspection of this circuit w a s  performed in Novemher 1997- 

e.. .. P a t  N c 

PadV 

I have reviewed the Acciderrtlnvestigafiocr Report 

Signed: 

Tie: . 

Date of Review: 
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CHECKLIST OF ACClOEM FACTORS 

Exhibit F 

. -  S A ~  MANUAL VIOLATIONS: 

. .  
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KENTUCKY' POWER COMPANY 

. 4 C C I D E N T  RECORD I 



. . . . . . . . . . .  ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .................. : . .  ... 

KY 6 2 3  
KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY 

ACCIDENT RECORD 

EmP 
1 7 - 3 4 - 8 0  Dace Name Alber t  Grillon 
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LOCATION OF ACCIDENT: ,zp- p? 

' ,  
4.. _.. ' - :  . ._ /- ,.; c 

d - .  ~ _ c  
_- - TI= OF OCCuBB1DICL: 

. .  . . -  .. .. . . . . . _ .  
.r .r LT m 

.. . 0 .  

TROUBLE DESCRLPTIOH: 

. .  . 

. .  

.- . .  TIHE OF OCCURRENCZ: .. 

TIHE OF RE-ION OF N O W  SERVICE: 
- .  - . .  

" B E R  OF CUSTOMERS AFE'EmD: 

DATE 7- I -  slcp 



Attachment B 
Photographs of Accident Site 

Accident Investigation Report 
American Electric Power - Hazard Division 
Mr. Albert J. Grillon 
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